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BURY. 

June,  1941. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Health  Committee,  Bury  County  Borough. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for  1940  on 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bury  County  Borough. 

Circumstances,  including  a  need  for  economy  in  paper,  permit 
a  short  report  only.  As  before  records,  statistics,  and  other 
important  data  relating  to  Public  Health  have  again  been  placed 
in  safe  keeping  for  later  inclusion  in  a  fuller  Report  after  the 
termination  of  hostilities. 

This  preface  deals  with  some  of  the  features  of  note  in  the 
Report  and  indicates  to  some  extent  part  of  the  extra  Public 
Health  work  undertaken  due  to  war  conditions. 

Population. 

One  of  the  principal  things  to  note  in  this  Annual  Report  is 
the  low  estimated  population  of  55,310.  One  has  to  turn  back  to 
the  year  1919  until  one  finds  a  lower  estimated  population  (54,248) . 
In  recent  years  the  population  has  been  estimated  as  round  about 
59,000  to  60,000.  The  effect  of  a  low  estimated  population,  as 
the  one  in  1940,  is  that  figures  which  are  based  on  the  population, 
such  as  the  general  death  rate,  the  birth  rate,  the  tuberculosis 
death  rate,  and  the  cancer  death  rate,  are  raised  above  the  figures 
that  would  have  obtained  if  the  estimated  population  had  remained 
at  the  fairly  stabilised  figures  of  population  of  59,000  to  60,000 
which  has  been  returned  in  recent  years.  In  short,  the  greater 
the  population  the  lower  the  rates,  and,  as  is  the  case  this  year,  the 
lower  the  population  the  higher  the  rates  based  on  1,000  popula¬ 
tion. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  1940  was  13.07  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion.  This  rate  is  the  highest  for  the  last  four  years.  The  birth 
rates  for  1939,  1938,  and  1937  were  12.21,  12.82,  and  13.0  per 
1,000  population  respectively. 

Death  Rate. 

This  was  17.54  per  1,000  population  for  the  year  under 
review.  The  rate  is  a  high  one  due  to  the  large  amount 
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of  deaths  which  occurred  amongst  old  people  during  the  spell  of 
severe  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It  is  also  due  to  the 
calculation  being  made  on  a  population  estimated  at  a  lower 
number  than  usual. 

infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  1940  was  65  per  1,000  regis¬ 
tered  births,  and  this  is  about  half  the  rate  of  twenty-five  years 
ago,  which  was  133  per  1,000  total  births. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate. 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  is  the  lowest  so 
far  recorded  in  this  borough,  and  was  0.42  per  1,000  population. 
The  death  rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  0.31  per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation,  is  the  lowest,  and  that  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
0.11  per  1,000  population,  is  next  to  the  lowest  rate  yet  obtained 
in  this  town.  The  rates  are  one-third  of  those  of  twenty-five  years 
ago. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  only  one  maternal  death  during  the  year,  and  the 
maternal  mortality  rate  was  returned  at  1.32  per  1,000  total  births. 
It  is  the  lowest  rate  yet  attained  in  the  borough,  and  is  a  very 
low  figure  when  compared  with  the  general  death  rate. 

Some  years  ago  the  high  rate  of  maternal  mortality  which 
persistently  prevailed  in  the  town  caused  us  a  good  deal  of 
concern. 

In  1939  there  was  one  maternal  death  (rate  1.39  per  1,000 
births),  and  in  1938  there  were  two  maternal  deaths  (rate  2.48  per 
1,000  births). 

Previous  to  1938  the  recorded  maternal  mortality  rates  were 
high,  with  an  average  of  4.7  maternal  deaths  annually. 

That  we  now  appear  to  be  in  sight  of  continued  iow  rates 
seems  possible.  If  this  be  so  a  Public  Health  problem  which  has 
existed  for  many  years  in  this  town  is  on  the  way  of  being  solved 
for  good.  There  will  always  be  an  irreducible  minimum  of 
maternal  deaths  due  to  causes  such  as  abortions  and  diseases 
in  the  mother,  etc.,  which  cannot  be  controlled. 

Cancer  Death  Rate. 

During-  1940  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  persons  died  from 
cancer  in  this  County  Borough.  The  cancer  death  rate  was  2.37 
lor  1,000  population,  and  is  the  highest  rate  so  far  recorded. 
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A  large  proportion  of  sufferers  from  cancer  can  be  cured,  or 
given  a  large  measure  of  relief,  by  means  of  radio-therapy,  surgery 
or  a  combination  of  both  forms  of  treatment. 

The  earlier  the  treatment  of  cancer  is  undertaken  the  more 
hope  there  is  of  cure.  A  few  of  the  afflicted,  especially  women, 
well  knowing  that  something  is  very  far  amiss  with  them,  keep  the 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  dark  and  secret  evil  to  them¬ 
selves,  and  sad  to  say,  seem  to  cherish  it,  until  it  is  too  late  to 
obtain  a  comparatively  quick  and  radical  cure. 

I  have  repeatedly  drawn  attention  to  this  immediate  and  for¬ 
midable  problem.  In  the  main  body  of  the  Report  advice  is  given 
again  concerning  early  medical  help. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

A  remarkable  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  both  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria  has  been  evident  during  the  year  under  review. 

Scarlet  fever  was  notified  in  thirty-four  cases,  and  is  next  to 
the  lowest  (27  in  1919)  notified  in  any  one  year  during  the  last 
twenty-five  years. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  in  1940. 

Diphtheria  was  notified  in  thirteen  cases,  and  this  is  the  lowest 
number  of  cases  notified  during  the  last  quarter-century.  Of  the 
thirteen  cases,  none  of  whom  were  immunised  against  the  disease, 
twelve  were  removed  to  hospital.  One  case  died.  For  many 
years  I  have  stressed  the  importance  of  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  since  by  such  means,  provided  a  sufficient  number  are 
immunised,  the  number  of  cases  and  number  of  deaths  can  be 
reduced  to  vanishing  point.  Up  to  date  3,061  children  have  been 
immunised  in  Bury.  Again  I  make  an  appeal  to  all  parents  and 
guardians  who  have  not  already  done  so  to  have  the  children  under 
their  care  protected  against  this  deadly  and  crippling  disease  by 
the  simple  and  safe  process  of  immunisation. 

Eleven  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  were  notified  in  1940. 
Ten  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  One  case  of  the  disease 
died.  Prior  to  the  treatment  of  this  infection  by  the  new  sulphona- 
mide  drugs,  about  half  the  cases  affected  died.  With  the  new 
treatment  the  death  rate  has  been  dramatically  reduced,  as  the 
majority  of  the  cases  now  recover. 

Only  one  case  of  paratyphoid  fever,  which  recovered,  occurred 
in  the  borough,  and  there  were  no  cases  of  smallpox. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  severe  weather  at  the  beginning-  of  the  year  had  the  effect 
of  reducing-  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Welfare  Clinics 
during-  the  year.  The  total  number  of  attendances  in  1940  at  such 
clinics  was  14,300.  The  attendances  in  1939  were  16,576  and, 
to  take  another  year  for  comparison,  in  1934  the  attendances  were 
11,307. 

A  pleasing-  feature  to  record  is  that  660  expectant  mothers 
made  2,094  visits  to  the  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  borough.  From 
the  point  of  view  of  one  of  the  means  to  reduce  maternal  mortality 
ante-natal  examination  and  supervision  is  a  most  important  and 
potent  factor.  The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the 
clinics  and  the  number  of  attendances  exceed  by  far  the  numbers 
of  any  previous  year. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-one  recently  delivered  mothers  made 
211  visits  to  the  post-natal  clinics.  Post-natal  work  is  important 
in  the  prevention  or  remedying  of  various  defects  or  disablements 
which  may  occur  after  the  birth  of  the  child. 

Another  encouraging  fact  to  note  is  that  the  Municipal  Mid¬ 
wives  have  attended  more  cases  in  1940  than  in  any  other  year, 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme.  They  attended  212  cases  as 
midwives  in  1940  and  44  cases  as  maternity  nurses. 

The  number  of  births  which  took  place  in  1940  in  the  maternity 
wards  at  Bury  Infirmary  and  Jericho  Hospital  was  386,  or  56.3  per 
cent,  of  the  total  births  of  the  borough. 

In  August,  1940,  the  National  Milk  Scheme  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  for  children  up  to  five  years  of  age  was 
adopted  in  Bury.  The  scheme  has  been  successful  in  supplying 
milk  at  a  cheap  cost,  and  where  circumstances  warranted  pro¬ 
viding  a  supply  free.  The  result  of  the  scheme  has  been  that  the 
number  of  applicants  for  free  milk  at  the  Welfare  Centre  has 
diminished  to  an  almost  negligible  amount. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Staff  has  had  many  extra  responsi¬ 
bilities  during  the  year.  The  Bury  Public  Abattoir  was  made  in 
January,  1940,  the  Government  Slaughter-house  for  Bury  Countv 
Borough,  the  Boroughs  of  Heywood,  Middleton,  and  Radcliffe, 
and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Ramsbottom,  Whitefield,  and  Totting- 
ton.  All  meat  distributed  from  the  Bury  Public  Abattoir  to  these 
districts  was  inspected  by  the  Bury  Countv  Borough  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 
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Other  additional  duties  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
has  been  in  connection  with  billeting-,  and  in  investigating-  food 
prices.  A  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  in  inspecting 
military  camps  and  billets  and  in  giving  advice  on  many  sanitary 
and  public  health  matters  in  connection  therewith. 

In  common  with  other  members  of  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  the  members  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Staff  took  their 
share  in  the  onerous  work  entailed  in  Air  Raid  Precautions. 

Concurrent  with  the  ordinary  public  health  work  much  has 
been  accomplished  by  members  of  the  Staff  of  this  department 
during-  the  year  in  making  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of 
infectious  disease  cases  occurring*  among  members  of  the  services, 
and  for  the  necessary  disinfection  of  premises  and  bedding. 

A  Welfare  Clinic  was  organised  for  the  benefit  of  the  wives 
and  children  of  regular  serving  soldiers  stationed  in  one  district  in 
the  borough. 

The  Clinical  Tuberculosis  (Officers!  have  examined  service 
recruits  referred  to  them  by  Medical  Boards,  and  furnished  the 
necessary  reports. 

Suitable  arrangements  were  made  and  carried  out  at  the 
Social  Hygiene  Clinic  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  members 
of  the  forces  suffering  from  social  diseases. 

All  the  Public  Health  Services  were  made  available  to  the 
evacuees  who  were  sent  to  the  borough  during  the  year,  and  the 
department  exercised  general  medical  care  and  supervision  over 
them.  Cases  requiring  examination  and  treatment  at  clinics  and 
hospitals  were  promptly  and  effectively  dealt  with. 

To  sum  up  then,  the  health  of  the  county  borough  has  been 
satisfactory  despite  the  undue  stresses  and  strains  of  war-time. 
There  has  been  a  record  low  death  rate  from  tuberculosis,  and 
the  problem  of  the  erstwhile  high  maternal  mortality  rate,  which 
was  persistent  for  so  many  years,  appears  to  be  getting  solved. 

Scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  cases  were  few  in  number.  The 
Welfare  Clinics  were  well  attended  despite  inclement  weather  con¬ 
ditions  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  there  was  a  remarkable 
increase  in  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  ante-natal 
clinics. 

One  cannot  scan  over  the  increased  death  rate  from  cancer. 
The  increase  in  the  general  death  rate  was  what  we  expected, 
bearing  in  mind  the  deaths  in  the  aged  portion  of  the  population 
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during  the  severe  weather  conditions  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  the  low  estimated  population  on  which  the  calculation  was 
based. 

Alderman  Lees,  who  had  been  a  valuable  member  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  very  many  years,  died  during  1940.  His 
death  was  greatly  regretted,  as  he  was  an  untiring  worker  for 
the  cause  of  Public  Health  and  for  the  town  generally. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  record  the  death  by  enemy  action 
in  February,  1941,  of  Sergeant  Observer  John  Butterworth, 
R.A.F.V.R.,  a  member  of  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  He  was  a  most  promising  young  man,  and  his  untimely 
death  was  keenly  felt  by  his  colleagues  and  by  all  with  whom  he 
had  come  in  contact  in  his  duties  here. 

In  concluding  I  wish  to  give  thanks  to  you,  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men,  for  the  support  afforded  to  me  during  the  year.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  all  Corporation  officials,  and  to  the  general  prac¬ 
titioners  of  the  town  for  their  help.  To  all  members  of  my  staff, 
to  voluntary  workers  and  to  officials  of  institutions,  etc.,  I  give 
my  grateful  thanks  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  assistance 
which  has  been  afforded  to  me  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  M.  DAVIDSON  LOBBAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  1 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA,  1940. 

Area  in  Acres .  7,434 

Resident  Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate)  1940...  55,310 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1940  .  18,950 

Rateable  Value . ^383,519 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate . ^1,470 


In  the  following-  summary,  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics 
of  the  year  are  given  : — 


Live  Births... 


Rate  per  1,000 

Male  Female  Total  population 

358  ...  365  ...  723  .  13.07 


Rate  per  1,000  Live 


Male  Female  Total  and  Still  Births 

Still  Births  .  21  ...  16  ...  37  .  48.7 


Rate  per  1,000 

Male  Female  Total  population 

Deaths  . ,489  ...  481  ...  970  .  17.54 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : —  Rtotan3irths° 

Puerperal  Sepsis . ,  ...  0  .  — 


Other  Puerperal  causes  .  1  .  1.32 


1  . .  1.32 


Percentag-e  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions,  33.4. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate .  65  per  1,000  births. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms),  Death  Rate...  0.42  per  1,000  population 

Cancer  Death  Rate . .  ...  2.37  ,,  ,, 

Zymotic  Diseases  Death  Rate .  0.72  ,,  ,, 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births .  65 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births..  64 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  94 

The  industrial  conditions  in  the  Borough  improved  during  the 
year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

if- 

Population. — The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian 
population  for  the  middle  of  1940  is  55,310.  This  figure  is  used 
in  the  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates  in  this  report.  The 
population  at  the  1931  census  was  returned  as  56,182  (males 
26,150,  females  30,032). 

Births. — The  birth  rate  for  1940 — 13.07  per  1,000 — is  the 
highest  for  the  last  four  years.  The  total  number  of  births  recorded 
during  the  year  was  723.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1940  was  14.6  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths. — The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  1940 
was  17.54.  There  were  altogether  a  total  of  1,402  deaths  registered 
in  the  County  Borough.  Of  these  deaths,  480  were  of  persons  not 
usually  resident  in  the  Borough.  By  excluding  these  deaths  of 
non-residents,  the  number  of  deaths  is  reduced  to  922,  to  which 
must  be  added  48  deaths  of  Bury  residents  which  have  occurred 
in  other  districts.  The  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  County 
Borough  is  thus  970. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year 
1940  was  65  per  4,000  births. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
below  one  year  of  age  and  the  rate  per  1,000  births  in  Bury  during 
the  past  twenty-five  years : — 


Year. 

Number  of  deaths 
below  one  year  of 
age. 

Rate  per  1,000 
births. 

1916 

120 

133 

1917 

73 

93 

1918 

80 

110 

1919 

68 

92 

1920 

102 

91 

Average  for  5  years... 

— 

104  ; 

1921 

93 

85 

1922 

78 

82 

1923 

88 

101 

1924 

63 

71 

1925 

63 

80 

Average  for  5  years... 

— 

84 

1926 

62 

76 

1927 

62 

79 

1928 

67 

90 

1929 

61 

79 

1930 

51 

69 

Average  for  5  years... 

— 

- 79 

1931 

48 

71 

1932 

62 

85 

1933 

40 

53 

1934 

62 

84 

1935 

47 

66 

Average  for  5  years... 

— 

72 

1936 

47 

56 

1937 

43 

55 

1938 

51 

67 

1939 

36 

50 

1940 

47 

65 

Average  for  5  years... 

— 

58 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  there  is  a  progressive 
redaction  of  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  years,  when  five  year  periods  are  considered. 
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CANCER. 


The  general  public  can  help  in  seeking  medical  advice  early, 
and  regard  to  the  following  preventive  points  is  important : — 

(1)  If  you  see  or  feel  a  small  lump  on  your  body  consult  your 
doctor  at  once. 

(2)  Avoid  chronic  irritation,  e.g.,  excessive  smoking,  jagged 
teeth,  ill-fitting  false  teeth,  and  the  practice  of  drinking 
fluids  at  high  temperatures.  The  stem  of  a  pipe  may 
cause  irritation  of  tongue  or/and  lip. 

(3)  If  you  notice  unusual  discharges  or  bleeding  from  the 
openings  of  the  body  consult  your  doctor  at  once. 

(4)  Consult  your  doctor  re  Chronic  Indigestion. 

(5)  Remember  the  importance  of  the  time  factor  (early  treat¬ 
ment)  in  Cancer. 

(6)  JRemember  there  may  be  no  pain  in  the  early  stages.  If 
the  early  stages  of  Cancer  were  as  painful  as  toothache 
many  lives  would  be  saved. 

(7)  Cancer  frequently  develops  in  the  region  of  a  chronic 
ulcer  (e.g.,  on  lip  or  tongue),  and  it  is  important  to  see 
that  such  ulcers  are  properly  cured. 

So  far  as  we  know  Cancer  is  neither  infectious,  contagious,  a 
germ  disease,  nor  hereditary  ;  but  it  would  be  unwise  to  be  dog¬ 
matic  about  any  of  these  points. 

Abnormalities  of  the  breast,  the  womb,  the  mouth,  the  skin 
and  the  rectum  which  give  rise  to  obvious  though  slight  signs  and 
symptoms  to  the  individual  ought  to  be  the  subject  for  a  doctor’s 
investigation.  Persistent  stomach  and  intestinal  troubles  should 
never  be  neglected  and  a  medical  man’s  advice  always  sought. 
Again,  no  matter  how  slight  the  signs  and  symptoms  are,  if  they 
are  persistent  there  may  be  danger. 

Full  facilities  exist  at  the  Christie  Hospital  and  Holt  Radium 
Institute  in  Manchester  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  can¬ 
cerous  and  pre-cancerous  conditions.  In  certain  cases  where  a 
person’s  income  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  fees  incurred,  the  local 
authority  has  the  power  to  defray  part  or  whole  of  the  expense. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1940. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of 
Residents,  whet  her  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 

Total  Deaths  whether  of 

Residents  or  Non-residents 

in  Institutions  in  the 

District. 

All  ages. 

Under  1 

year. 

1  and 

under  2. 

2  and 

under  5. 

5  and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  45. 

45  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upw-ards. 

All  Causes  Certified  . 

965 

47 

7 

10 

10 

11 

44 

319 

517 

736 

Uncertified  . 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

2 

3 

... 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever . 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respirat’y  System 

17 

•  •  •. 

2 

11 

3 

1 

8 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 

6 

1 

. .  . 

1 

O 

... 

2 

12 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . . 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza  . 

36 

2 

.  •  . 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

19 

12 

5 

Measles . 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio- 

encephalitis  . 

.  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

Acute  infectious  Encephalitis . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  (M) 

4 

... 

2 

2 

4 

(Esophagus  (M),  Uterus  (F)  ... 

16 

1 

11 

4 

9 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

28 

1  1 

17 

22 

Cancer  of  Breast . 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

5 

2 

9 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

76 

7 

32 

37 

51 

Diabetes  . 

10 

» •  • 

3 

7 

14 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

108 

1 

33 

74 

59 

Heart  Disease  . 

251 

2 

7 

72 

170 

203 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

System . 

18 

... 

*  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  «  • 

. .  . 

2 

16 

12 

Bronchitis  . 

121 

3 

1 

1 

1 

. .  * 

44 

71 

20 

Pneumonia  . 

61 

7 

3 

4 

2 

3 

2 

22 

18 

45 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

17 

1 

.  .  . 

10 

6 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum... 

3 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

10 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  . 

2 

2 

•  .  . 

»  •  • 

3 

Appendicitis  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

Other  Digestive  Diseases . 

13 

1 

3 

5 

1 

13 

Nephritis  . 

21 

3 

8 

10 

17 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

Other  Maternal  Causes . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

Premature  Birth . 

11 

11 

•  •  • 

22 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth 

Injury  and  Infantile  Disease  ... 

14 

14 

.  .  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

12 

Suicide  . 

7 

.  .  . 

2 

3 

2 

12 

Road  Traffic  Accidents . 

12 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

6 

5 

28 

Other  Violent  Causes  . 

25 

3 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

7 

10 

26 

All  Other  Causes  . 

77 

3 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

1 

5 

17 

49 

S3 

970 

41 

7 

10 

10 

11 

44 

321 

520 

736 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1940  and  Previous  Years. 
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SECTION  2. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. — These  are  provided  at  the  following* : 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 

The  Laboratory,  Bury  Infirmary. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Pooley,  Broadfield  Chemical  Laboratory,  Roch¬ 
dale. 

The  examinations  carried  out  at  these  laboratories  are 
Wasserman  reaction  tests,  biological  tests,  examination  of  water, 
etc. 

At  the  Bury  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  laboratory  facilities  are 
provided,  so  that  many  specimens  of  infective  organisms,  etc.,  are 
examined  there. 

Chemical  investigations  are  made  in  the  cases  of  milk  and 
foodstuffs  by  the  Borough  Analyst,  Mr.  VT.  R.  Hodgson. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases. — There  are  two  motor  ambulances 
owned  by  the  Bury  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  transport 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  tuberculosis. 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — The  Bury  Cor¬ 
poration  provides  three  motor  ambulances  for  the  removal 
of  accident  cases  and  cases  of  illnesses  requiring  hospital 
treatment. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — Home  Nursing  is  not  provided 
directly  by  the  Council,  but  is  carried  out  by  the  Bury  Branch  of 
the  Queen  Victoria’s  Jubilee  Institution  for  Nurses.  An  arrange¬ 
ment  has  been  entered  into  whereby,  at  the  request  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  one  of  the  Association’s  Nurses  visits  and  treats 
cases  of  certain  infectious  diseases. 
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Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

The  following-  is  a  list  of  hospitals  used  by  inhabitants  of 
Bury  : — 


.  '  1 

Name  and  Situation. 

Type. 

No.  of 
Available 
Beds. 

Proportion  of  beds  used 
by  persons  from  Out¬ 
side  Bury  Area. 

(a)  Within  the  Borough  : 

Florence  Nightingale 
Hospital,  Bury. 

Isolation 

96 

Approx.  40%. 

Bury  Infirmary,  Bury. 
(Voluntary). 

General 

143 

Approx.  60%. 

Jericho  Hospital,  Bury. 

General 

670 

Approx.  54%. 

(b)  Outside  the  Borough : 

Aitken  Sanatorium,  Hol¬ 
combe,  near  Bury. 

Tuberculosis 

Sanatorium. 

70 

72%  by  Lancashire 
County  Council 
Cases. 

Ainsworth  Smallpox  Hos¬ 
pital,  Ainsworth,  near 
Bolton. 

Smallpox 

28 

Cases  admitted  as 
required. 

Number  of  beds  for  Maternity  Cases  at  Bury  Infirmary .  14 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Jericho  Public  Assistance 

Hospital...  24 

In  addition  to  the  above,  patients  from  Bury  are  admitted  to 
Manchester  institutions,  principally  :  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary 
(General  Medical  and  Surgical) ,  Manchester  and  Salford  Skin 
Hospital  (Skin  Cases),  and  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  (Maternity). 

Local  Government  Act,  1929. — At  the  Jericho  Hospital 
accommodation  is  available  for  the  sick  inhabitants  of  the  area  as 
before. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief. — The  arrangements  in  opera¬ 
tion  for  the  provision  of  medical  assistance  to  those  in  poor  circum¬ 
stances  remain  unchanged.  The  Borough  is  divided  into  two  areas 
for  this  service,  and  the  Medical  Officers  in  charge  are  Dr.  H. 
Smith  and  Dr.  E.  Smalley. 


Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. — 

The  Lancashire  Mental  Hospitals  Board,  of  which  the  Bury  Council 
is  a  member,  deals  with  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Deficiency 
Services. 
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SECTION  3 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  SANITARY 
INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  County  Borough  of  Bury. 

Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Inspection 
of  the  Area  for  the  year  1940.  This  is  in  an  abridged  form  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  record  of  inspections  on  page  20  indicates  a  number  of  additional 
duties  which  have  been  undertaken  by  this  Section  of  the  Department 
as  a  result  of  war  conditions.  These  include  the  responsibility  for  the 
inspection  of  all  meat  slaughtered  and  distributed  from  the  Public 
Abattoir  under  the  Regional  Livestock  Control  Scheme.  The  area  served 
comprises  the  County  Borough  of  Bury,  the  Municipal  Boroughs  of  Hey- 
wood,  Middleton,  and  Radcliffe,  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Ramsbottom, 
Whitefield,  and  Tottington,  having  a  total  population  of  186,527  persons. 
Before  control  was  established  the  district  now  served  by  the  Government 
Slaughter-house  at  Bury  (the  Public  Abattoir)  was  served  by  the  Bury 
Abattoir  and  36  private  slaughter-houses  situated  in  the  six  adjoining 
districts.  Slaughtering  was  discontinued  at  these  slaughter-houses  with 
the  exception  of  one  situated  in  Ramsbottom,  which  is  included  in  the 
Control  Scheme  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  only. 

All  imported  meat  is  inspected  at  the  Abattoir  before  distribution  in 
this  Area.  From  January  15th  until  the  end  of  the  year,  two  inspectors 
were  employed  whole  time  on  meat  inspection  duties  at  the  Abattoir. 

The  Superintendent  (Mr.  H.  Walton)  was  appointed  Slaughter-house 
Manager  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  at  the  commencement  of  Control. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  by  inspectors  on  billeting 
surveys  and  billeting  duties. 

The  duties  of  investigating  food  prices  under  the  Food  Rationing 
Scheme  has  occupied  much  of  the  inspectors’  time.  This  service  is 
ancillary  to  and  combines  with  the  normal  inspection  of  food  shops.  The 
number  of  contraventions  of  Food  Control  Prices  has,  however,  necessi¬ 
tated  much  more  time  being  spent  than  inspections  of  food  shops  normally 
require. 

The  scheme  for  the  decontamination  of  personal  and  protective 
clothing  was  organised  in  the  first  stages  by  this  section  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  in  October  was  transferred  to  the  Superintendent  of  Baths 
Department,  when  the  scheme  for  the  Decontamination  of  Foodstuffs  was 
undertaken. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Circular  W.2,  all  camps 
and  billets  occupied  by  the  military  therein  were  regularly  inspected  and 
improvements  in  sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply  obtained 
during  the  first  few  months  of  their  occupation.  In  addition  visits  were 
made  and  advice  given  in  connection  with  many  public  health  matters. 

The  operation  of  these  additional  duties,  which  in  many  instances 
have  had  to  be  dealt  with  under  emergency  conditions,  has  interrupted 
the  normal  public  health  activities  of  this  section  of  the  Department. 

No  changes  of  staff  occurred  during  the  year.  It  is  with  much  regret 
that  we  record  the  passing  of  Sergeant  Observer  John  Butterworth, 
R.A.F.V.R.,  formerly  clerk  assistant  in  this  section,  who  was  reported 
“  killed  in  action  ”  in  February,  1941. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Ten  samples  of  water  have  been  obtained  from  various  sources  used 
for  domestic  purposes,  and  seven  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis 
and  eight  for  bacteriological  examination.  Seven  of  the  supplies  were 
spring  or  well  water,  one  from  the  mains  of  the  Heywood  and  Middleton 
Water  Board,  and  two  from  the  local  town’s  mains.  Two  spring  waters 
were  reported  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  the  remainder  satisfactory. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Two  new  indoor  swimming  baths  have  been  opened  during  the  year, 
one  at  the  new  Technical  College,  the  other  at  the  Bury  Grammar  School. 
The  large  plunge  at  the  Corporation  Public  Baths  is  not  in  use,  being 
occupied  by  a  Civil  Defence  Unit.  Five  samples  have  been  taken  from 
swimming  baths  water  for  bacteriological  examination  and  two  samples 
for  chemical  examination. 


Routine  inspection  of  the  water-courses  in  the  district  have  not 
revealed  any  contravention  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts. 

During  the  year  1,025  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  drainage  defects 
and  reconstructions. 

Number  of  new  sinks  provided  in  dwelling-houses  ...  37 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

A  number  of  conversions  were  carried  out  voluntarily  by  owners,  to 
whom  the  provision  of  free  sets  of  fittings  (closet,  pedestal,  and  cistern) 
by  the  Corporation  was  continued.  The  installation  of  additional  closet 
accommodation  during  the  year  were  chiefly  due  to  the  occupation  of 
factories  for  work  of  national  defence. 

Number  of  sets  of  fittings  supplied .  42 

33  additional  closets  were  installed  at  dwelling-houses  and  34  at 
factories.  27  waste  water  closets  were  replaced  by  fresh  water  closets. 

12  ashbins  and  wallbins  were  converted  and  22  dustbins  provided 
instead. 

VERMIN  DISINFESTATION. 

The  disinfestation  of  premises  free  of  cost  by  the  Corporation  was 
continued  during  the  year. 

Spraying  with  liquid  insecticides  is  the  method  of  control  practised 
by  the  Department. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  below : — 


Complaints  of  Vermin  Infestation. 

Number  qtf  visits  . . . ,  .  260 

Number  of  re-visits  ...  . .  133 

Number  of  visits  re  vermin  infestation  and  removal  of  displaced 

tenants .  86 


Total  number  of  visits  .  479 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  upon  complaint  .  210 

Number  of  houses  situate  in  Clearance  Areas  disinfected  before 

removal  of  tenants  .  53 

Number  of  infested  houses  situate  in  Clearance  Areas  which  wTere 

disinfested  before  demolition .  82 

Total  number  of  houses  disinfested .  263 
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Corporation  Council  Houses. 

Number  of  houses  found  infested .  14 

Number  of  houses  disinfested . * .  13 


Methods  of  Controh 

Remove  all  picture  rails,  skirtings,  moulds,  etc.,  strip  wallpapers,  and 
liberally  spray  the  whole  room  surfaces  with  paraffin  oil. 


At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  22  Registered  Houses  Ret  in 
Lodgings  providing  accommodation  for  272  adults  and  3  children ;  151 
inspections  were  made  durmg  the  year  and  19  defects  found,  79  being 
abated. 

135  inspections  were  made  at  the  four  Common  Rodging-liouses  in 
the  Borough,  24  defects  reported,  2  notices  served,  and  1  defect  was 
remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Two  common  lodging-houses  were  not 
registered  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  and  were  later  demolished. 

The  Council  permitted  bona-fide  showmen  to  occupy  sites  on  the 
New  Fairground,  and  two  occupied  living  vans  remained  there  most  of 
the  year. 

The  local  canal  appears  to  be  used  only  for  the  carriage  of  coal.  No 

registered  boats  have  been  reported  at  the  Wharf  for  some  years. 

* 

There  were  25  complaints  of  rat  infestation  and  inspectors  made  64 
visits.  As  a  result,  repairs  and  reconstruction  of  drainage  were  carried 
out. 

The  number  of  Offensive  Trade  premises  remains  the  same  as  reported 
for  1939 ;  215  inspections  were  made  and  3  notices  of  defects  complied  with 
during  the  year. 

91  inspections  were  made  to  stable  premises,  which  number  75.  Four 
notices  of  defects  were  served  and  the  nuisances  abated  during  the  year. 

In  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  595  informal  notices  and  53  statutory 
notices  were  served  and  501  and  52  respectively  were  abated. 

As  a  result  of  informal  notices,  1,143  defects  were  remedied  and  52 
defects  as  a  result  of  statutory  notices. 

During  the  year,  521  complaints  were  received  relating  to  various 
defects  and  95  complaints  were  referred  to  other  Corporation  Depart¬ 
ments. 

Routine  inspections  and  observations  of  smoke  emission  were  carried 
out  until  the  end  of  June.  During  this  period  161  observations  of  30 
minutes  duration  were  made,  two  nuisances  observed,  and  notices  were 
served  in  respect  of  these  and  abated. 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  with  satisfactory  results  following  the 
receipt  of  M.H.S.  Circular  No.  139/1940  dated  3rd  June,  1940.  During 
the  year  92  visits  to  premises  were  made  by  inspectors  with  reference  to 
smoke . 

170  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  106  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  for 
the  purposes  of  disinfection  of  premises  and  investigation  of  contacts. 

22  routine  inspections  were  made  at  places  of  entertainment,  14 
defects  were  notified  to  and  abated  by  the  owners. 

During  the  year  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  St.  Peter’s  School 
(Elementary)  was  converted  to  the  fresh  water  separate  flush  type  of 
closet.  Repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  St. 
Stephen’s  St.  Marie’s,  Clerke  Street,  and  Birtle  Elementary  Schools  and 
the  Church  Central  School. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections. 


During  the  year  1940  the  following  inspections  were  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors  to  the  premises  detailed .  Primary  Re-ins-  Total 


Nature  of  Inspection. 

Insp’ns. 

pections. 

Visits. 

Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  . 

.  565 

992 

1,557 

Vermin . 

.  260 

133 

393 

Water  Supply . 

50 

6 

56 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds . 

6 

— 

6 

Houses  Pet  in  Lodgings . 

.  151 

5 

156 

Common  Lodging-houses  . 

.  131 

4 

135 

Schools . 

42 

11 

53 

Entertainment  Houses . 

22 

3 

25 

Ashes  Accommodation  . . 

.  205 

287 

492 

Accumulations  . 

36 

28 

64 

Animals  or  Birds  . 

6 

1 

7 

Stable  Premises . 

91 

5 

96 

Yards,  Courts,  etc . 

45 

44 

89 

Piggeries  . 

.  101 

15 

116 

Rats  and  Mice  . 

64 

32 

96 

Drainage — Inspected  . 

.  544 

295 

839 

Tested  . 

81 

— 

81 

Closets — Water . 

1,642 

425 

2,067 

Pails  or  Privies  . 

.,  289 

37 

326 

Urinals  . 

.  190 

17 

207 

Sewers  and  Street  Gullies . 

8 

3 

11 

Food  Control  Prices  . 

.  463 

— 

463 

Cowsheds  . 

.  711 

1 

712 

Milkshops  and  Dairies  . 

.  478 

— 

478 

Ice  Cream  Premises . 

60 

— 

60 

Markets . 

.  161 

— 

161 

Meat  Shops  . 

.  347 

5 

352 

Abattoirs  for  Meat  Inspection  . 

.  890 

— 

890 

Food  Preparing  Premises . 

.  289 

11 

300 

General  Food  Premises . .  .. 

.  422 

8 

430 

Shops  Acts  . 

.  344 

68 

412 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts  . 

.  7,567 

— 

7,567 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  . 

6 

— 

6 

Offensive  Trades . 

.  215 

1 

216 

Billets  . 

.  1,787 

— 

1,787 

A.R.P . 

.  258 

— 

258 

Factories . 

.  159 

29 

188 

Workshops . 

.  141 

34 

175 

Bakehouses — Factory . 

.  166 

4 

170 

Non-factory  . 

.  146 

3 

149 

( )utworkers  . 

5 

5 

Rag  Flock  Premises . 

5 

_ 

5 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts . 

44 

— 

44 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

.  130 

4 

134 

Disinfection  .  . 

89 

— 

89 

Food  Control — Catering  Establishments . 

54 

— 

54 

Housing — Section  9  . 

55 

398 

453 

Section  11  . . 

1 

3 

4 

Clearance  Areas . 

25 

258 

283 

Other  Visits  . 

.  1,043 

27 

1,070 

Disinfestation  . 

73 

13 

86 

Overcrowding  . . 

21 

7 

28 

Smoke  Abatement  Observations 

.  156 

— 

156 

Premises  Visited . 

92 

_ 

92 

Rivers  Pollution  Acts . 

9 

9 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . 

.  647 

- 

647 

Interviews — Owners,  Tradesmen  etc. 

.  600 

600 

vSale  of  Food  Regulations  ... 

5 

— 

5 

Samples — Food  and  Drugs — Formal 

.  184 

— 

184 

Informal . 

97 

— 

97 

Water . 

28 

_ 

28 

Pathological  ... 

20 

— 

20 

Other . 

12 

12 

Clean  Milk — Bacteriological . 

.  135 

— 

135 

Totals  . . 

.  22,669 

3,217 

25,886 
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HOUSING. 

No  inspections  of  dwelling-houses  for  slum  clearance  were  done  during 
the  year.  55  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling=houses  during  the  year. 

(X)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  646 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 2,297 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  Sub-head  (a) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  T925  .  81 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  .  740 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  26 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
lespects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  493 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 


informal  action  by  the  Rocal  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  110 
Number  of  back-to-back  houses  made  into  through  houses  ...  Nil 
Number  of  houses  demolished . .  1 


Statutory  powers  were  not  put  into  operation  in  respect  of  recon¬ 
ditioning  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year.  The  Council  considered 
Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  two  houses  and  accepted  the  owners’ 
undertaking  not  to  re-let  the  houses  for  human  habitation. 

All  reconditioning  was  effected  by  the  service  of  informal  notices 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Housing  Act — Overcrowding. 

One  new  case  of  overcrowding  was  reported  during  the  year,  and  12 
cases  were  relieved,  six  dwelling-houses  being  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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Inspection  of  Factories. 


NUMBER  OF 


PREMISES. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

Factories  without  mechanical 

325 

12 

— 

power  . 

.  283 

7 

fOther  Premises  under  the  Act 

(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction 
but  not  including  out¬ 
workers’  premises) . 

A 

- 

Total . 

612  ' 

19 

— 

t  Electrical  Stations  should 
be  reckoned  as  factories. 

Defects  Found  in  Factories. 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS- 

Number 

of 

defects  in 

respect 
of  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
were  in¬ 
stituted. 

PARTICULARS. 

Found. 

~ 

Rem’dTd 

Referred 
to  H.M 
Insp’ct’r 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1)  . 

3 

3 

Unsuitable  or  defective . 

82 

75 

•  •  . 

Not  separate  for  sexes . 

* 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

Other  Offences . 

(not  including  offences  relating  to 
home  work  or  offences  under  the  Sec¬ 
tions  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act, 
1937.) 

13 

7 

Total  . 

99 

86 

... 

Five  visits  of  inspection 


were  made  to  Outworkers'  premises- 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


There  were  711  visits  made  to  96  registered  cowsheds,  and  478  visits 
to  dairies  and  milkshops. 

Structural  improvements  have  been  made  at  one  cowshed  during  the 
year. 

There  were  76  samples  of  milk  taken  for  cleanliness  tests  and  31.57% 
of  these  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Of  the  total  number  of 
samples  taken,  40.24  per  cent,  were  from  milk  produced  in  the  Borough. 
The  standard  taken  is  that  prescribed  for  “  accredited  ”  milk.  The 
shortage  of  skilled  labour  at  dairy  farms  appears  to  be  a  contributory 
cause  of  these  unsatisfactory  results. 

There  were  12  licensed  producers  of  accredited  milk  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  one  licence  was  surrendered  when  the  holder  removed  from  the 
district ;  five  accredited  producers  were  also  licensed  to  bottle  milk  at  the 
farm.  One  supplementary  licence  to  retail  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk  in 
the  borough  was  granted.  82  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  patho¬ 
logical  examination ;  two  of  these  were  reported  to  contain  tubercle 
bacilli ;  the  greater  portion  of  these  samples  were  from  milk  supplies 
produced  outside  the  Borough.  The  reason  for  this  is  indicated  in  the 
following  details  of  the  Veterinary  Inspections  of  dairy  cattle. 

The  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  reported  206  visits  of  inspection 
to  dairy  herds  in  this  Borough  during  the  year,  resulting  in  the  removal 

and  slaughter  of  four  cows  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  An  analysis  of 

the  reports  indicates  the  improvement  locally  in  the  veterinary  attention 
to  dairy  cattle. 

Number  of  milk  cows  at  dairy  farms  in  the  Borough .  1,058 

Total  number  of  cattle  at  dairy  farms  in  the  Borough .  1,225 

Number  of  clinical  examinations  by  State  Veterinary 

Inspectors  of  dairy  herds  at  farms  in  the  Borough  .  206 

During  the  year  41  herds  have  been  examined  four  times,  3  herds, 
five  times ;  8  herds,  three  times ;  1  herd,  twice ;  and  1  herd  has  been 
examined  once. 

Formally  the  Corporation’s  Veterinary  Inspector  examined  each  herd 
twice  every  year,  with  additional  visits  in  cases  of  infection  being  noted. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  675  food  shops  recorded  in  the 
Registers ;  289  visits  were  made  to  general  food  shops  347  to  meat  shops 
and  312  to  bakehouses ;  11  notices  were  served  for  28  defects  and  20  defects 
were  remedied,  abating  14  notices,  some  of  these  being  outstanding  at 
the  end  of  1939. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  22  premises  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream  and  60  persons  registered  as  vendors  of  ice 
cream;  inspectors  made  60  visits  to  ice  cream  premises,  stalls,  carts  and 
barrows ;  14  samples  were  obtained  for  cleanliness  tests  and  judged  by 
the  former  standard  for  “  Grade  A  ”  milk,  5  samples  were  satisfactory,  9 
being  reported  unsatisfactory. 

Inspections  under  the  provisions  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Acts  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year ;  52  warnings  of  contraventions  were  given  verbally 
to  shopkeepers  and  stallholders. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AT  THE  ABATTOIRS. 

On  the  15th  January,  1940,  the  Meat  and  Livestock  Control  Scheme 
came  into  operation,  the  Public  Abattoir  being  the  appointed  Government 
Slaughter-house  for  an  area  covering  the  County  Borough  of  Bury,  the 
Boroughs  of  Hey  wood,  Middleton,  Radcliffe,  and  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Ramsbottom,  Whitefield,  and  Tottington.  All  meat  consumed  in  this 
combined  area  is  passed  through  the  Abattoir  before  distribution  to  the 
283  shops  in  the  area.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the 
inspection  of  rfieat  at  the  Abattoir,  all  the  District  Inspectors  being 
employed  on  these  duties  in  turn. 


23 


The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  the  work  done  during  1940:— 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


- ■  1 

Cattle, 

1 

Sheep 

excl’ding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

- - 

Number  killed . 

4,903 

2,836 

1,071 

76,589 

3,264 

Number  inspected . 

4,903 

2,836 

1,071 

76,589 

3,264 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con- 

o 

8 

3 

demned  . 

— 

1 

.j 

Carcases  ofwhich  some 

part  or  organ  was 

87 

Q 

1,274 

48 

condemned . 

355 

o 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

1  ‘77% 

12'55% 

0'47% 

1  '67% 

1  '56% 

| 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 

* 

demned  . 

22 

83 

2 

— 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 

f'nnHpmnpH  ... 

314 

973 

197 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuber- 

mi  r»<?i  . . .  . . . 

6'83% 

37 '24% 

0 ' 1 9% 

6'25% 

The  total  amount  of  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
was  68.39  tons  (1.72  per  cent.).  This  was  disposed  of  by  an  outside  firm 
under  arrangements  guaranteed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  to  ensure  the 
maximum  recovery  of  essential  by-products. 

Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1928. — Two  carcases  were  sent  into  the 
Abattoir  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  and  condemned — generalised  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Swine  Fever. — One  case  was  reported  in  the  Borough,  the  Restriction 
of  Movement  Order  still  being  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No 
subsequent  cases  arose  and  the  56  pigs  involved  were  eventually 
slaughtered  for  food. 

One  other  suspected  case  was  reported,  but  after  investigation  by  the 
State  Veterinary  Staff  was  not  confirmed. 

Anthrax. — One  suspected  case  of  Anthrax  in  a  cow  was  reported, 
but  after  investigation  by  the  State  Veterinary  Inspector  was  not  con¬ 
firmed. 

44  visits  were  made  under  this  heading  by  sanitary  inspectors  during 
the  year. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  EXTENT  OF  TUBERCULOUS  DISEASES  AND  WEIGHTS  OF  DISEASED  MEAT 

DESTROYED  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1940. 


Other  Diseases 

S0SU0SIQ 

pu  joj  poAoijsop 
t^JJO  1T&W 

JO  jq§I0AY  IU}OX 

lbs. 

135,983 

9,013 

7,698 

495 

153,189 

S0SU0SIQ 

.ioqjo  jo  junooou 
uo  poXoijsap  JUJJQ 
pun  JU0J\[  jo  ^q§i0AV 

lbs. 

26,353 

9,013 

1,279 

383 

37,028 

Extent  of  Tuberculosis  in  Animals  Examined 

SISOJ 

-nojoqnx  jo  junooou 
uo  poAoijsop  JUJJQ 
pun  ^U0H  jo  jq§i0A\ 

lbs. 

109,630 

6,419 

112 

116,161 

sisojnoi0qnx  oj 
Suiavo  pouraopuoo 

0SUOJU3  0JIJUX 

3  Bulls 

7  Bullocks 

83  Cows 

12  Heifers 

105 

7  Pigs 

2  Calves 

rH 

tH 

Thorax  Abdomen 

sjoppn 

s  ill 

CO 

S0TJ0JU0S9pj[ 

242 

17 

259 

S0uujqm0j\[ 

snoiig 

127 

7 

134 

Wfl 

00  CO 

^  !  1 

rH 

CM 

S0UTJS0JUJ 

341 

23 

364 

sXoupi^j 

128 

14 

2 

144 

su00jdg 

154 

29 

2 

u~) 

00 

sqouuiojs 

171 

29 

200 

SJ0AJX 

277 

65 

2 

344 

S0u,ejqm0j\[ 

snoiig 

163 

5 

891 

mnipano 
-IJ0X  pun  jju0fj 

183 

53 

236 

sSunx 

1117 

76 

2 

1195 

spu0H 

533 

174 

707 

snojnoioqnx 

0J0AV  qoiqAv  jo 

t— 1  rH  UD  Th  l<M  ,  M 

^  ^  m  in  [o>  o 

HOHfO  1  <M 

i-l  ty-i 

1598 

Number 

Examined 

Bulls  238 

Bullocks  2634 
Cows  2836 

Heifers  2031 
7739 

76,589 

3,264 

1,071 

88,663 

Kinds 

of 

Animals 

1 

Beasts  . . 

Sheep  . . 

Pigs  .... 

Calves  . . 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  ADULTERATION,  Etc. 

During  the  year,  261  samples  of  various  foodstuffs  were  obtained. 
114  were  informal  samples,  146  formal  samples  of  milk,  and  one  formal 
sample  of  butter;  6  formal  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 
One  sample  of  margarine  and  one  sample  of  strawberry  jam  were  not 
labelled  as  required  by  the  applicable  statutory  provisions. 

220  samples  were  examined  and  reported  on  by  the  Public  Analyst  for 
the  presence  of  preservatives.  In  one  sample  of  sausage  500  parts  to  a 
million  of  boric  acid  were  found.  The  Analyst  stated  that  this  was  in  the 
form  of  compound  of  borax  and  was  probably  due  to  the  use  of  particles 
of  bacon  in  the  manufacture  of  the  sausage,  which  is  permitted  by  the 
Bacon  (Addition  of  Borax)  Order,  1940. 

There  were  344  inspections  of  shops  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Acts  1912-1937,  31  contraventions  were  reported,  including  closing  hours, 
cleansing  of  staff  dining  rooms,  temperature  of  premises  and  failure  to 
exhibit  various  forms.  All  these  contraventions  were  remedied  during 
the  year. 

Three  samples  of  feeding  stuffs  and  three  samples  of  fertilisers  were 
obtained  and  submitted  for  analysis;  all  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  there  were 
five  prosecutions  instituted  during  the  year,  one  for  deficiency  of  fat, 
two  for  the  addition  of  water  and  one  for  bottling  milk  in  the  street,  one 
insanitary  condition  of  food  preparing  premises.  Fines  totalling  TIB 
Os.  6d.  and  costs  £ 1  9s.  Od.  were  imposed. 

Under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  there  were  four  prosecu¬ 
tions  for  failing  to  use  a  mechanically  operated  instrument  in  the  slaughter 
of  animals.  Convictions  were  registered  in  each  case  and  fines  totalled 
£i  were  imposed. 

Under  the  Defence  Regulations  relating  to  Food  (Maximum  Prices) 
Orders  and  Rationing,  there  wrere  11  prosecutions  instituted,  10  convic¬ 
tions  were  registered,  one  case  was  dismissed,  and  fines  totalling  £Xl  were 
imposed. 

During  the  year  522  visits  were  made  by  inspectors  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  various  Food  Control  Orders. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  confidence  and 
support  which  you  have  given  to  me  in  the  exercise  of  my  duties. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors 
and  Clerical  Staff  for  their  work  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOSEPH  ECKERSUEY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  4, 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 

Smallpox. — No  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  in  the  borough 
during-  the  year. 

The  following-  table  g'ives  particulars  regarding-  vaccination 
during-  recent  years  : — 


1934 

Year  ending  December  31st. 
1935  1936  1937  1938 

1939 

1940 

Number  of  Births  ... 

..  930 

929 

940 

1087 

1080 

1105 

1173 

Vaccinated . 

..  19.9 

15.2 

21.3 

14.17 

8.05% 

12.85% 

14.66% 

Con.  Objection  Certs.  . 

..  63.8 

70.0 

67.9 

70.0 

76.11% 

67.96% 

42.11% 

Unaccounted  for . 

..  5.3 

3.4 

6.2 

5.9 

5.83% 

9.41% 

2.47% 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  34  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified 
during-  1940.  None  of  these  cases  died.  Of  the  notified  cases  23 
were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment. 


In  the  majority  of  cases  the  infection  was  of  a  mild  type. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  only  13  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
during-  1940,  and  all  except  one  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treat¬ 
ment.  One  patient  died,  but  this  fatal  case  had  not  been  immun¬ 
ised  against  the  disease. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  149  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  in 
1940,  and  there  were  56  deaths  from  this  cause  during-  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  were  80  cases  of  this  disease 
notified  and  there  was  one  death. 

Cerebro-SpinaS  Fever. — There  was  one  death  out  of  eleven 
notified  cases  of  this  disease  received  during-  1940. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  hospital  accommodation  available  for  cases  of  infectious 
diseases,  whether  notifiable  or  not  notifiable,  is  sufficient  and  is 
«  utilised  to  the  best  advantag-e. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  following-  are  the  particulars  of  the  specimens  bacterio- 
logically  examined  during  the  year  : — 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria . 

Positive. 

•  5  . 

Negative.  Doubtful. 

..  73  ...  —  . 

Total. 

.  78 

Blood  for  Typhoid  Fever  ... 

1  . 

1  ...  —  .. 

.  2 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis  ... 

9  . 

..  80  ...  1  .. 

.  90 

Miscellaneous  Examinations 

— 

5  ...  —  .. 

.  5 

* 
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Table  A — Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis),  Age  Grouping,  Ward 
Distribution,  Cases  Removed  to  Hospital  and  Deaths  during  the  Year  1940. 
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SECTION  5. 

Incidence.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

A  total  of  44  new  cases  was  notified  to  the  Health  Department 
during  1940.  Of  this  number  28  were  males  and  16  females. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  notified  and 
the  death  rates  per  1,000  for  each  year  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years : — 


TUBERCULOSIS  1916-1940. 


Year 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

No.  of  cases 
notified 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

No.  of  cases 
notified 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

1916 

105 

091 

33 

0*39 

1917 

91 

1*44 

28 

0*17 

1918 

98 

I  27 

25 

0*31 

1919 

69 

089 

17 

0*37 

1920 

68 

083 

28 

0  25 

Average  for  5  years... 

-66 

1  07 

—26 

- 0  30 

1921 

52 

089 

40 

0*22 

1922 

43 

0  61 

36 

0*26 

1923 

53 

0-94 

18 

0  09 

1924 

72 

0‘79 

26 

074 

1925 

72 

0-97 

32 

0  19 

Average  for  0  years... 

—58 

- 0*84 

—30 

- 018 

1926 

63 

0‘59 

41 

0*23 

1927 

70 

0-72 

47 

0*21 

1928 

62 

0*72 

23 

0*14 

1929 

47 

0-65 

32 

076 

1930 

52 

0-60 

26 

0*23 

Average  for  5  years.. 

—  59 

0*66 

—34 

- 0*19 

1931 

42 

076 

20 

073 

1932 

45 

0*45 

16 

0*18 

1933 

40 

0  51 

21 

015 

1934 

52 

0  63 

29 

0*20 

1935 

34 

0*48 

25 

0*16 

Average  for  5  years... 

-43 

- - 0  57 

—22 

- 0*16 

1936 

48 

0*48 

22 

074 

1937 

41 

0*50 

30 

015 

1938 

41 

0*39 

20 

0*12 

1939 

31 

0*36 

19 

0*08 

1940 

31 

0*31 

13 

071 

Average  for  5  years... 

-38 

- 0  4  1 

—21 

- -0  12 

Five  year  averages  are  indicated  in  the  table  since  such  periods 
can  be  considered  fair  ones  for  comparison.  On  perusal  of  the 
table  it  can  be  seen  that  the  average  death  rate  for  the  last  five 
years  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  both  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
other  tuberculous  diseases.  The  death  rate  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  for  1940  is  the  lowest  recorded. 
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As  to  how  Bury  compares  with  the  rest  of  the  country  regard¬ 
ing  the  disease  in  general  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table : — 


Tuberculosis  Death 

Year. 

Bury. 

Rate  per  1,000 
population.  England 
and  Wales. 

1936  . 

.  0.62 

.  0.69 

1937  . 

.  0.65 

.  0.69 

1938  . 

.  0.51 

.  0.63 

1939  . 

.  0.44 

.  0.64 

1940  . 

.  0.42 

.  Not  available 

Notification  Register. 

On  the  Notification  Register  at  the  end  of  1940  there  were  93 
males  and  73  females  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
54  males  and  88  females  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  is  effected  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  situated  at  the  joint  Clinics,  The  Wylde.  The  times 
of  the  sessions  are  Tuesday  and  Thursday  morning  at  10-0  o’clock 
weekly,  and  Wednesday  evenings  at  6-30  o’clock  when  necessary 
for  the  convenience  of  patients  who  are  working  during  the  day. 
Cases  are  obtained  from  reference  by  the  patients’  own  private 
practitioner  and  from  other  sources.  The  Dispensary  acts  as  a 
consultative  centre  and  a  sorting  house  at  which  patients  can  be 
advised  to  obtain  the  best  possible  treatment.  The  only  treatment 
given  at  the  Dispensary  is  that  administered  by  artificial  light 
therapy.  The  important  part  of  the  work  at  the  Clinic  is  the 
examination  of  contacts  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and 
this  work  was  carried  out  as  usual  during  the  year.  Sixty-seven 
X-ray  examinations  of  tuberculous  persons  and  of  contacts  were 
made.  This  branch  of  the  work  is  most  important,  since  X-rays 
often  reveal  the  affection  in  early  stages  when  most  good  can  be 
done. 

Home  Visits. 

During  1940,  2,909  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  patients 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  by  the  Health  Visitors. 
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Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

Institution  treatment  is  given  to  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  at  the  Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Institution 
(the  Aitken  Sanatorium  at  Holcombe,  near  Bury)  and  at  the 
Jericho  Hospital.  Children  suffering-  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
are  sent  to  the  Liverpool  Open-Air  Hospital  for  Children,  Leasowe, 
and  Shelf  Sanatorium,  Halifax. 

Cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  treated  at  the  Bury 
Infirmary,  the  Manchester  and  Salford  Hospital  for  Diseases  of 
the  Skin,  and  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital. 


The  number  of  patients  treated  at  the  various  institutions, 
together  with  the  patient  days  during  1940,  are  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  patients 
(undischarged  at  end 

Institutions.  of  1939  and  admitted  No  of  patient 

during  1940) .  days. 


Aitken  Sanatorium  ...  . .  40 

Bury  Infirmary .  4 

Agnes  Hunt  and  Robert  Jones  Orthopaedic 

Hospital,  Oswestry .  9 

Jericho  Hospital  .  ...  9 

Liverpool  Open-Air  Hospital  for  Children, 

Leasowe . 9 

East  Lancashire  Tuberculosis  Colony  and 

Sanatorium,  Cheshire  . .  1 

Halifax  Sanatorium,  Halifax .  1 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  .  2 

Manchester  and  Salford  Hospital  for  Skin 

Diseases .  1 

Out-patients .  .  12 

Out-patient  attendances  75 


6,951 

105 

1,486 

244 

1,493 

284 

227 

25 

23 


After  Care. 

This  is  a  very  important  branch  of  the  work.  In  1940,  twelve 
patients  received  extra  nourishments.  Grants  were  made,  com¬ 
prising  a  total  of  274  gallons  of  milk  and  1,568  eggs. 

Patients  discharged  from  sanatorium  are  kept  in  touch  by  our 
nurses  and  the  tuberculosis  officer  by  visitation  at  their  homes. 
The  patients  also  attend  the  dispensary  for  regular  examinations. 
Employers  were  got  in  touch  with  regarding  finding  discharged 
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patients  suitable  occupation.  Various  house  owners  were 
approached  in  order  to  obtain  improved  accommodation  for  persons 
who  had  completed  their  sanatorium  treatment. 

We  have  to  thank  the  Bury  Charity  Organisation  Society, 
which  has  helped  tuberculosis  patients  by  grants  of  food,  clothing, 
etc.,  during  1940. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  case  of  Tuberculosis  among  employers  in  the  milk  trade 
was  notified  during  the  year ;  no  action  in  this  respect,  therefore, 
being  necessary. 


SECTION  6. 


Treatment. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


During  1940  patients  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  were 
treated  as  before  at  the  Joint  Clinics,  The  Wylde.  The  Clinic 
sessions  are  as  follows 


Males. 

Tuesday,  7-0  to  8-30  p.m. 
Friday,  5-30  to  7-30  p.m. 
Saturday,  10-0  a.m.  to  1-0  p.m. 

Intermediate  clinics  for  males 
week-day. 


Females. 

Tuesday,  5-30  to  7-0  p.m. 
Thursday,  2-0  to  5-0  p.m. 
Friday,  7-30  to  8-30  p.m. 

and  females  are  held  every 


Incidence. 

The  number  of  new  cases  during  1940  was  326,  composed  of 
52  cases  of  syphilis,  2  of  soft  chancre,  110  of  gonorrhoea,  and  162 
cases  diagnosed  as  non-Venereal  Disease.  The  out-patient 
attendances  for  1940  were  7,688,  and  were  less  than  those  of  the 
previous  year  largely  owing  to  the  increased  use  of  the  new 
treatment  by  sulphonamide  drugs. 

Bury  residents  accounted  for  61.07  per  cent,  of  the  attendances 
made  at  the  Clinic;  Lancashire  County  cases  accounted  for  36.71 
per  cent.,  and  other  County  Borough  cases  for  2.22  per  cent. 
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The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases,  consulta¬ 
tions,  intermediate  attendances,  and  pathological  examinations  at 
the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  1936-40  : — 


Consultations 

Attendances  at 

Pathological 

Year 

New 

by 

Clinic  for  inter- 

specimens 

Cases. 

Medical  Officer 

mediate  treat- 

examined  by 

at  Clinic. 

ment. 

M.O.  at  Clinic. 

1936 

233 

8026 

5942 

797 

1937 

274 

7995 

6711 

918 

1938 

352 

9029 

5903 

1051 

1939 

356 

7505 

3051 

920 

1940 

326 

5211 

2477 

903 

During  the  year  pathological  specimens  were  sent  from  the 
Clinic  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  for  examina¬ 
tion  as  follows  : — 


tion  as  follows  : — 

For  the  Wasserman  Test .  709 

For  the  Kahn  Test . .  39 

For  Gonococcus .  345 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  SU LPH APYR I D I N E. 

Some  notes  on  the  administration  of  sulphapyridine  in  cases  of 
venereal  diseases  might  not  be  amiss  in  this  Report. 

For  some  length  of  time  sulphapyridine  drugs  have  been  used  at  the 
Bury  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  and  considerable  experience  has  been 
gained  concerning  the  dosage  and  effects  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea. 

As  is  now  well  known  there  are  three  schools  of  thought  amongst 
venerealogists  concerning  the  technique  of  dosage  of  these  drugs  in 
gonorrhoea  cases. 

The  first  school  contains  the  massive  dosers,  the  second  the  moderate 
dosers,  and  the  third  the  mild  dosers. 

The  massive  dosers  believe  in  employing  heroic  amounts  of  the  drug 
at  a  time  and  confine  the  administration  over  a  short  and  intensive  period 
to  give  a  quick  knockout  to  the  gonococcus.  In  a  period  of  three  or  four 
days  a  total  amount  of  19  grammes  of  sulphapyridine  is  given. 

The  moderate  dosers,  less  fierce  in  attack,  nevertheless  keep  up  a 
strong  and  steady  assault  from  the  start  and  spread  a  dosage  of  15  to  20 
grammes  over  a  week. 

The  mild  dosers,  more  patient,  think  that  the  best  method  of  dealing 
with  the  infection  is  to  wear  it  down  over  a  period  of  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks,  giving  one  tablet  of  0.5  grammes  three  or  four  times  a  day  until  a 
total  of  21  to  28  grammes  is  administered. 

The  majority  of  cases  undergoing  the  massive  and  intensive  treatment 
show  a  variety  of  unpleasant  reactions  which  vary  in  kind  and  extent. 
Headache  is  complained  of,  as  are  vertigo,  breathlessness,  cyanosis  and 
gastritis. 

At  the  Bury  Clinic  with  moderate  doses  of  the  drug  some  of 
these  unpleasant  symptoms  were  complained  of,  but  not  by  such  a  large 
number  of  patients.  One  male  patient  complained  of  diplopia  and  one 
female  of  confusion  of  thought.  A  very  few  patients  never  turned  the 
proverbial  hair.  The  majority  complained  of  lassitude  and  depression. 
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Through  experience  gained  at  the  Bury  Clinic  it  has  been  found  that 
the  massive  and  moderate  treatments  serve  no  useful  purpose,  since 
excellent  clinical  results  are  obtained  by  the  treatment  believed  in  by  the 
mild  dosers.  By  the  last  method  the  patient  is  kept  under  observation 
and  is  not  so  liable  to  default.  Through  a  less  quantity  of  the  drug  being 
given  at  a  time  the  unpleasant  reactions  are  so  few  as  to  be  almost 
negligible.  Moreover  there  have  been  very  few  unresponsive  cases. 

The  actual  method  of  mild  dosage  adopted  here  is  that  of  giving  four 
tablets  of  0.5  grammes  of  sulphapyridine  daily  for  fourteen  days  to  male 
and  female  patients,  together  with  daily  irrigations  of  potassium  per¬ 
manganate  solution  (1  in  10,000).  The  daily  irrigations  are  carried  on 
for  the  first  fortnight  and  gradually  cut  down  until  the  fifth  week,  when 
tests  of  cure  are  commenced  which  extend  over  six  weeks.  Serological 
tests  are  carried  out  during  a  period  of  from  eight  days  to  ten  weeks  to 
make  sure  there  has  been  no  syphilitic  infection.  The  mild  dosage  method 
has  been  found  the  most  practical,  and  under  the  circumstances  of 
employing  it  in  the  treatment  of  patients  who  have  their  daily  work  to 
attend  to  in  the  very  large  majority,  the  most  efficacious. 

We  did  think  at  one  time  of  cutting  the  total  dose  of  drug  down  from 
28  grammes  spread  over  fourteen  days,  to  a  total  dosage  of  14  to  20 
grammes  spread  over  seven  to  ten  days,  but  have  had  no  reason  so  far  of 
departing  from  our  method  now  employed.  Furthermore  in  some  cases 
which  have  not  had  sufficient  sulphapyridine  it  is  thought  that  a  drug 
resistance  is  formed  and  later  a  bigger  dose  of  the  drug  seems  to  have 
no  effect  on  the  gonococcus,  even  if  administered  for  a  prolonged  period. 

Concerning  the  complications  of  gonorrhoea  such  as  epididymitis, 
vesiculitis,  etc.,  in  the  male,  and  salpingitis,  etc.,  in  the  female,  ready  and 
good  responses  to  the  drug  were  made.  Metastatic  complications,  how¬ 
ever,  such  as  arthritis,  particularly  chronic  arthritis,  and  iritis,  do  not 
respond  so  well  to  sulphapyridine  given  orally. 

Other  conditions  which  have  responded  successfully  to  oral  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  drug  have  been  chancroid  by  giving  eight  tablets  (4 
grammes)  per  day  for  seven  days  when  satisfactory  healing  occurs. 

The  drug  has  also  been  used  in  cases  of  vulvo-vaginitis  of  young  girls. 
The  dosage  here  being  half  a  gramme  to  one  gramme  daily  for  a  period 
of  four  days  to  one  week.  Local  applications  of  suspensol  phenol  mercuric 
nitrate  f  1/500)  were  included  in  this  very  successful  treatment. 

In  all  cases  where  the  sulphapyridine  was  exhibited  no  undue  stress 
was  laid  upon  avoidance  of  eggs,  onions,  or  salts  containing  sulphur, 
although  patients  were  advised  not  to  take  them. 

Concerning  the  treatment  of  venereal  cases  by  the  drug  in  the  hands 
of  general  practitioners,  difficulty  has  been  experienced  at  the  clinic  in 
diagnosing  these  cases  when  they  were  forwarded  on  after  indiscriminate 
treatment.  Where  a  medical  practioner  has  not  the  requisite  facilities  or 
training  he  should  refer  the  patients  to  the  clinic  or  to  a  specialist  in  the 
first  instance. 

I  want  to  draw  attention  again  to  the  necessity,  never  so  needed  as 
it  is  now,  of  some  form  of  control  over  women  who  are  known  to  be 
infected  with  venereal  diseases  and  are  so  far  allowed  to  spread  these 
diseases  unchecked  at  an  alarming  rate.  Many  of  their  victims  will 
undoubtedly  develop  neurosyphilis  in  later  years,  besides  having  spread 
the  infection  further.  Male  cases  infected  with  syphilis  have  attended 
the  clinic  until  clinical  signs  of  the  disease  disappear,  then  default, 
possibly  through  transfer  to  another  area,  and  then  probably  never  receive 
further  treatment. 

As  at  other  venereal  diseases  clinics  throughout  the  country  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  bv  patients  who  are  on  war  work  in  attending  the 
Bury  Clinic  regularly. 
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SECTION  7. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Health  Visiting  . — During-  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  made 
14,929  visits  to  children  between  the  ages  under  one  year  and  up 
to  five  years  of  age.  As  mentioned  in  the  preface  a  full  list  of  the 
Health  Visitors’  visits  can  be  seen  on  page  88. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — These  were  held  at  the  Joint  Clinics, 
The  Wylde  (Monday  and  Tuesday  afternoons  and  Friday  morn¬ 
ings),  and  at  166,  Tottington  Road,  Elton  (Wednesday  and 
Friday  afternoons).  The  Clinics  show  a  diminution  in  attend¬ 
ances  owing  to  the  fact  that  severe  weather  conditions  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  prevented  many  attendances. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  Clinic  sessions  and 


attendances  : — 

The  Wylde. 

Tottington 

Road. 

Total. 

Number  of  sessions  held . 

...  148  ... 

...  99  .... 

..  247 

Total  Attendances  made  : — 

Infants  under  1  vear . 

...  5094  ... 

...  1946  .... 

..  7040 

Children  1  to  5  years . 

...  5712  ... 

...  1548  . 

..  7260 

Number  of  Doctors’  Consultations.  4427 

...  1912  .... 

..  6339 

Average  attendance  per  session 

...  73  ... 

....  35  .... 

• 

— 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. — Arrangements  are  in  force  for  cases  to 
be  referred  to  Lancashire  County  Council’s  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at 
Whitefield.  In-patient  treatment  is  provided  under  the  scheme  if 
necessary  at  the  Biddulph  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  and  at  Ancoats 
Hospital,  Manchester. 

During  1940,  13  new  cases  had  16  consultations  with  the 
surgeon  at  the  Whitefield  Clinic,  whilst  22  consultations  were  also 
given  by  the  surgeon  to  old  cases. 

Ante- Natal  Clinics. — Two  ante-natal  clinic  sessions  are  held 
weekly — on  Wednesday  mornings  at  The  Wylde  and  on  Thursday 
afternoons  at  Tottington  Road  Clinic. 

Attendances  during  1940  were  as  follows  : — 

The  Wylde  Clinic.  Tottington  Road  Clinic. 


Ante-  Post-  Ante-  Post- 

Natal  Natal  Total  Natal  Natal  Total 

No.  of  new  cases  .  87  ...  2  ...  89  .  63  ...  5  ...  68 

No.  of  attendances  .  286  ...  14  ...  300  .  203  ...  21  ...  224 
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Dr.  W.  M.  Martin,  Obstetric  Consultant  at  Bury  Infirmary, 
has  continued  as  Gynaecological  Consultant  to  the  Municipal  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics,  and  visits  each  clinic  monthly  to  deal  with  special 
cases.  At  other  times  cases  are  referred  to  him  at  Bury  Infirmary 
or  Jericho  Hospital. 


In  addition  expectant  mothers  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
at  the  Bury  Infirmary  and  Jericho  Hospital.  During  1940  the 
number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  these  Clinics  was  510 
and  1,605  attendances  were  made.  Also  164  mothers  made  176 
post-natal  attendances. 


Milk  and  Meals  Assistance  Scheme. — The  Corporation  has 
arranged  for  the  provision  of  free  milk  (fresh  and  dried)  to 
mothers  and  children  and  free  meals  to  expectant  mothers  in  neces¬ 
sitous  cases  where  the  family  income,  according  to  the  number  of 
persons,  comes  within  a  prescribed  scale.  Free  milk  and  meals 
are  only  supplied  to  persons  who  attend  the  Welfare  Centres,  and 
in  all  cases  careful  enquiries  are  made  and  statements  as  to  income 
verified  before  a  grant  is  made.  Malt  and  Oil,  etc.,  is  also 
supplied  free  in  necessitous  cases  as  extra  nourishments  reccfm- 
mended  by  the  Clinic  Medical  Officer.  Owing  to  the  National 
Milk  Scheme,  the  number  of  mothers  and  children  who  obtained 
free  milk  under  the  Corporation  Milk  Assistance  Scheme  was 
much  reduced. 


1.  Milk  :  No.  of  applications  for  grants  received  .  98 

,,  ,,  ,,  refused  .  8 


Cow’s  Dried 
granted  free  Milk.  Milk. 

supply...  85  ...  88  ...  47 


2.  Meals  :  No.  of  expectant  mothers  who  received  free  meals 
was  7,  and  a  total  of  478  dinners  were  served  to 
them  during  the  year. 


3.  Extra  Nourishments:  Malt  and  oil,  cod-liver  oil,  etc.,  to 
the  value  of  ^101  was  supplied  free  of  cost 
during  the  year. 
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Midwives. — The  number  of  midwives  registered  as  practising 
at  the  beginning-  of  1940  was  9,  and  of  these  four  were  Municipal 
Midwives. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  notifications  of  intention  to 
practice  were  received  from  12  midwives  at  Jericho  Hospital  during 
the  year. 

Municipal  Midwives. — Four  Municipal  Midwives  were  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Local  Authority  in  1940.  The  number  of  cases 
attended  by  them  during  the  year  were : 

As  midwives,  212. 

As  maternity  nurses,  44. 

Since  the  municipal  midwives  have  been  in  the  Corporation’s 
employ  they  have  been  required  to  assist  at  the  municipal  ante 
and  post  natal  clinics. 

It  must,  of  course,  be  clearly  understood  that  the  services  of 
the  salaried  midwives  are  not  necessarily  free,  but  payment  will 
be  expected  in  accordance  with  financial  ability.  However,  a  scale 
of  income  with  appropriate  charges  is  in  force,  and  in  fact  there 
have  been  a  number  of  cases  where  the  services  were  rendered 
free  of  charge. 

The  four  midwives’  names,  addresses,  and  telephone  numbers 
are : — 

Name.  Address.  Tel.  Nos. 

Nurse  M.  H.  Cunliffe . 4}  Maxwell  Street,  Bury.  Bury  1706. 

,,  D.  M.  Molyneux  ...  do.  do.  do. 

,,  M.  Boyd . 68,  Hey  wood  Street,  Bury.  Bury  1703. 

,,  V.  Page  . 7,  Fenton  Street,  Bury.  Bury  1711. 

And  the  charges  are : 

;£2  5s.  Od.  as  a  midwife. 

5s.  Od.  as  a  maternity  nurse. 

10s.  for  attention  at  other  cases. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  was  one  maternal  death  out  of 
760  births  in  1940.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  1.32  for 
1,000  total  births,  whilst  the  corresponding  rate  for  1939  was  1.39 
and  for  1938  2.48.  The  year  under  review  furnished  the  lowest 
maternal  mortality  rate  on  record  in  the  Borough. 

Complicated  Cases  of  Labour. — An  agreement  has  been  in 
force  since  June,  1920,  under  which  cases  of  complicated  labour 
are  treated  at  the  Bury  Infirmary.  Under  this  agreement  during 
the  year  1940,  twenty-two  patients  were  treated  .at  the  Infirmary, 
as  compared  with  twenty  in  the  previous  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Eight  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were 
notified,  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Two  cases  were  removed  to 
the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital  for  treatment. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Twelve  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year,  the  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  being  16.6,  as  compared  with  11.2  per  1,000  births  in  1930. 
The  following  table  gives  further  particulars  : — 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

Vision 

Unim¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

Im- 

paire  d  . 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths 

At 

Home. 

At 

Hospital 

12 

12 

9 

3 

11 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Instruction  in  Mothercraft. — During  school  term,  two  sessions 
weekly  are  held  at  the  Wylde  Clinic,  where  instruction  is  given  by 
the  Senior  School  Nurse  of  the  Education  Department.  The 
arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee  continues,  and  girls 
in  the  last  term  at  school  attend  in  groups  of  not  more  than  30  at 
a  time,  each  group  attending  for  a  period  of  six  weeks,  and  they 
come  from  all  the  senior  elementary  schools. 

Child  Life  Protection — Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(Section  206  to  220). 

The  duties  and  powers  under  the  above,  which  make  provi¬ 
sion  for  the  supervision  of  children  who  are  nursed  for  gain  apart 
from  their  parents,  are  administered  by  this  department. 

There  were  11  foster  parents  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
1940.  The  children  nursed  by  these  foster  parents  were  visited 
by  the  four  Health  Visitors  who  are  the  appointed  visitors  under 
the  Act. 

Boarding-out  of  Children.— The  Council’s  administrative 
scheme  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  made  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  a  declared  service ;  therefore  duties  under  the  Order 
were  imposed  upon  this  department. 

I  here  were  four  children  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1940, 
and  during  the  year  20  visits  have  been  paid  in  connection  with 
these  boarded-out  children. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


VISITS  AND  ATTENDANCES.  No. 


First  Visits  to  notified  births  .  674 

Re-visits  to  infants  under  one  year  of  age .  .  3930 

Re-visits  to  children  over  one  and  under  five  years .  7013 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers .  116 

Re-visits  to  expectant  mothers  .  .  244 

Visits  re  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ag-e  .  34 

Re-visits  during-  the  summer  diarrhoea  season  .  3312 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  (school  notifications)  : — 

Measles,  Whooping-  Coug-h,  Chicken-pox,  etc .  1775 

Visits  re  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  30 

Visits  re  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  .  4 

Visits  to  houses  in  which  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been 

notified .  49 

Re-visits  to  houses  in  which  cases  of  Tuberculosis  h&ve  been 

notified .  2827 

Visits  to  Midwives  .  14 

Visits  and  enquiries  re  application  under  milk  and  meals 

assistance  scheme .  1217 

Visits  and  enquiries  re  applications  for  extra  nourishments 

under  Tuberculosis  Scheme .  34 

Visits  re  disinfection . 25 

Visits  to  Boarded-out,  Nursed-out,  and  Adopted  Children...  89 

Visits  and  enquiries  re  Medical  and  Hospital  Fees .  71 

Visits  re  Accommodation  for  Evacuees  .  134 

Visits  for  other  causes .  191 

Attendances  at  Clinics  : — Sunlig-ht  Clinics .  93 

Infant  Welfare  Centres .  443* 

Tuberculosis,  Morning-  Clinics .  51 

,,  Evening-  Clinics .  2 

Total  Visits  .  21783 

Total  Attendances  at  Clinics  ...  589 
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SECTION  8. 


SEWACE  DISPOSAL. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  Scott,  Sewage  Works  Manager,  for 
the  following  information  regarding  sewage  disposal  during  1940  : 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  sewage  of  the  Borough  and  Totting- 
ton  is  treated  at  the  sewage  works  at  Blackford  Bridge.  A  minor 
quantity  is  treated  at  small  works  which  are  situated  at  Walshaw, 
Unsworth,  Croft  Lane,  Foxley,  and  Kilner  Croft,  the  lacter  four 
being  in  the  added  area  of  Unsworth. 

The  sewage  of  Bury  is  of  a  complex  nature,  due  to  the  admit¬ 
tance  to  the  sewers  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  domestic  sewage 
of  trade  waste  waters  from  dyers,  tanneries,  fellmongers,  wool- 
scouring,  hatters,  breweries,  wineries,  and  crude  gas  liquor. 
During  the. year  the  sewage  has  been  rendered  more  difficult  to 
treat  due  to  an  increase  in  flow  of  trade  waste  waters,  and  from 
an  increase  in  population  consequent  upon  the  housing  of 
evacuees. 

The  treatment  of  the  trade  waste  waters  from  the  firm  of 
calico  printers  in  a  separate  purification  plant  has  been  continued. 

During  the  year  the  sludge  digestion  plant  has  functioned 
satisfactorily,  and  the  gas  produced  has  been  utilised  for  heating 
and  laboratory  purposes. 

The  volume  of  sewage  dealt  with  in  the  complete  plant  was 
1,277,315,800  gallons,  being  an  average  of  3,489,934  gallons  per 
day.  In  addition  to  this  volume  76,645,900  gallons  of  storm-water 
have  been  treated  in  the  storm-water  tanks,  making  a  grand  total 
of  1,353,961,700 gallons.  In  the  final  oxidation  process  928,005,000 
gallons  have  been  treated  in  the  “  Simplex  ”  bio-aeration 
plants,  whilst  the  percolating  beds  have  dealt  with  349,310,800 
gallons. 


The  Inspectors  of  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  have  visited 
the  works  frequently  during  the  year,  and  three  samples  of 
effluent  have  been  taken  from  the  main  works  and  nine  from  the 
outlying  works,  all  of  which  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 
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